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Cut lo:

SCENE 1: EXT. DAY. ENGLISH LANDSCAPE

An English landscape in late summer. ORLANDO paces back and forth beneath

an oak tree, holding a book. He is murmuring, looking at the book occasionally, s

learning some verse. He wears the clothes of a_young Elizabethan man: doublet

and hose, a ruff at his neck.

ORLANDO: (Vouceover) There can be no doubt about his sex despite
the feminine appearance that every young man of the time
aspires to. And there can be no doubt about his upbringing. 1
Good food, education, a nanny, loneliness and isolation.
(ORLANDO sits down at the base of the tree, puts down his book, and
Stares out at the landscape.)

(Voiceover) And because this is England, Orlando would there-
fore seem destined to have his portrait on the wall and his
name in the history books. But when he —

(ORLANDO turns and looks into the camera.)

(7o camera) — that is, I —

5

(He tums away as the voiceover conlinues.)

(Vouceover) — came into the world, he was looking for something
else. Though heir to a name which meant power, land and
property, surely when Orlando was born it wasn’t privilege he
sought, but company.

(ORLANDO  picks up a parchment and quill as if to start writing, his

hand hovering above the blank bage, then puts it down with a sigh.) 2
Cut to:

Front titles continue.

Cut to:

SCENE 2: EXT. DUSK. ENGLISH LANDSCAPE
ORLANDO lies sprawled asleep at the foot of the oak tree. A distant trumpet call
startles him awake and he Jumps up and runs off across the Srelds.

5 SCENE 3: EXT. DUSK. GREAT HOUSE AND GROUNDS AND RIVER
A lugh falsetto voice can be heard singing a song in honour of QUEEN ELIZABETH I
over the following sequence:
Servants carrying flaming torches rush out of the huge doors in the entrance 1o q
Great House.

10 Cut to:
Lanes of oars cutting rhythmacally into the dark river water.
Cut to:
ORLANDO running up the front path and into the Great House, as the servants
carrying flaming torches rush past ham in the opposite direction.

15 Cut to:
QUEEN ELIZABETH 1 the ropal barge. She perches stfly, attentive courtiers on
ather side, as the oarsmen pull the boat through the water. On the riverbank

servants are dashing about with flaming torches, the points of light reflected,
glittering, in the water.
20 Cut to:

A small, decorated boat is launched into the water. The falsetto stands in the
boat, singing to the QUEEN as she approaches.

Cut to:
The Royal oarsmen lift their oars.
25 Cut to:

Close-up of QUEEN ELIZABETH's profile as her boat drifis past the singer and
the glittering lights.



Caut to:

Ivont titles conclude as the high male singing voice reaches its peak, echoing out
over the water.

Cul to:

Servants bearing torches lining up in front of the Great House. 5
Twinkling lights appear, one afier the other in the windows. Then servants
canying torches appear along the roof-top until the outline of the house is etched
i flames.

Cut to:

"The back view of QUEEN ELIZABETH leading a stately procession along the path 1
towards the entrance of the house.

Cut to:

 ORLANDO’s PARENTS hurrying out from the house through the torches and
Jountains, looking back anxiously for thewr son.

Cul to: 15
ORIANDO frantically changing his clothes by flickering candlelight, helped by
lhree extremely anxious valets, who stroke, pull and pat ORLANDO'’S shapely
crimson doublet and hose into place.

Cut to:

Close-up of ORLANDO’S legs as he leaps downstairs in shoes decorated with 2
rosetles.

Cut to:

‘The front door of the Great House as it flies open and ORLANDO dashes out and
down the steps between the flames.

Cut to: 2
Close-up of ORLANDO as a small bow! of rosewater is thrust into his hands.
He sinks onto his knees, breathing rapidly, holding out the bowl, rose petals
Jloating on the ghnting surface of the water.

Cut to:

W

Close-up of the two Royal ringed hands descending into the water — they are

nervous, crabbed, sickly, imperious hands. The rings flash in the light and
waler.

6
Cut to the QUEEN's face as she looks quizzically down at ORLANDO. His Jace

s flushed, rosy in the Slickering light of the torches, reflected from the bowl of

rosewater.
Cut to:
Caption:



